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UKRAINIAN DANUBE REGION:  
FOCUS OF INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE
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UKRAINIAN DOCKWORKERS AND SEAFARERS  
AT THE CENTRE OF INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

-

 

-

-

On 13–14 May 2026, meetings of the ITF Fair Practices Committee Steering Group and the ITF Fair Practices Committee 
were held in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. The meetings brought together representatives of seafarers’ and dockworkers’ 
unions from around the world to discuss key challenges and priorities facing the maritime industry.
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GLOBAL SOLIDARITY WITH UKRAINIAN MARITIME WORKERS
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MTWTU STRENGTHENS COOPERATION  
WITH NETHERLANDS SHIPOWNERS

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
FOCUS OF IMEC CONFERENCE
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SCOCEEN JOINS FORCES FOR THE FUTURE OF SEAFARERS
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME COMMUNITY STANDS WITH UKRAINE

-

-

-

-
-

-

A Maritime Conference was held in Chisinau, bringing together Ukrainian seafarers who are MTWTU members, international 
partners and national organisations. Today, as Ukrainian seafarers continue to work amidst war, global instability and new 

community and enjoy strong support around the world.
The Conference focused on issues relating to the protection of seafarers’ labour rights, occupational safety, the development 
of maritime education and the future of the profession. Particular attention was paid to the role of international cooperation at 
a time when the maritime sector is facing several crises simultaneously – the war in Ukraine, security risks in global shipping 
routes and a shortage of personnel in the shipping industry.
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SEAFARERS RE-ELECT OLEG GRYGORIUK  
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE LOCAL BLACK SEA  
TRADE UNION ORGANISATION OF SEAFARERS  
FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS
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ITF DELEGATION IN UKRAINE
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INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY AND THE FUTURE  
OF THE UKRAINIAN MARITIME SECTOR

In Odesa, on the initiative of the MTWTU and with support from Danish partners of the 3F trade union, a strategic Round Table 
titled ‘Ukrainian Transport Workers: International Solidarity, Labour Rights and Post-War Recovery’ was held.
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On 11 June 2026, the IX Congress of the Marine Transport Workers’ Trade Union of Ukraine was held in Odesa — a trade union 
event that brought together MTWTU members, representatives of state bodies, international organisations and social partners. 
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On 25 June, we celebrate Day of the Seafarer — a day dedicated to those whose lives are inextricably connected with 
the sea. People who have chosen a challenging path of responsibility, resilience and fortitude. People for whom the 
horizon has always been not a boundary, but the start of a new journey.

Behind the word ‘seafarer’ lie thousands of stories. Months away from home. Long watches. Sleepless 
nights. Family waiting on the shore. Storms that temper one’s character. And boundless dedication to a 
calling that becomes a lifelong vocation.

millions of Ukrainians and brought pain, loss and hardship. But it hasn’t been able to take away what 
matters most — our unity, our dignity and our faith. Today, Ukrainian seafarers continue to work all over 
the world, remaining part of Ukraine’s great maritime family. Cadets continue to study, dream and build 
their future. And Ukrainian defenders are protecting our land so that peaceful skies may once again shine 
over our cities, and only the free wind may blow over the sea.

The sea has always taught people to be strong. It has taught us not to give up during a storm, to 
stay on course in the most challenging conditions, and to believe that after the darkest night, dawn 
will surely break. The Marine Transport Workers’ Trade Union of Ukraine has always stood by you 
and continues to do so. We thank each and every one of you — for your hard work, your resilience, 
and your dedication to your profession.

We wish you many more peaceful voyages ahead and happy returns home at last. And may the day surely 
come when all Ukrainians celebrate this holiday in a peaceful Ukraine. 
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HOW TO TALK ABOUT THE TRADE UNION CONVINCINGLY: 
MTWTU HELD A PRACTICAL WORKSHOP
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KSMA MARKS 15 YEARS AS AN ACADEMY
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FOR FUTURE UKRAINIAN SEAFARERS

-
Ukraine, the MTWTU continued its systematic work to preserve this opportunity for cadets studying maritime specialities in 2026  

employment in international shipping.
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THIRD WAVE OF THE UNION DENT  
INITIATIVE FOR CADETS  
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED

- The MTWTU, together with the German trade union ver.di, the Welfare Fund ‘MORTRANS’ and the UNION DENT Clinic, 
continues to support Ukrainian seafarers and future professionals in the sector by implementing social initiatives even during 
the country’s most challenging times.
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MTWTU SHAPES THE NEXT GENERATION OF SEAFARERS

-

The Trade Union continues to work actively towards creating a modern environment for the development of youth in the maritime 
sector. Today, it is important not only to provide future seafarers with theoretical knowledge but also to help them better understand 
the realities of the profession, the challenges they may face, and the opportunities for professional development.
That is why the Trade Union regularly organises information sessions and professional discussions for cadets and students at 
maritime educational institutions. Such initiatives enable youth to receive practical advice from serving seafarers, learn more 

UNION FAMILY IS GROWING

BEING A GIRL ON A SHIP: EXPERIENCE OF FIRST VOYAGE

EXPECTATIONS TO REALITY: CADET’S FIRST VOYAGE
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TRADE UNION: YOUR SUPPORT  
FOR  A CAREER START

-
-

Open Doors’ Day was held at the National University “Odesa 
Maritime Academy”, bringing together cadets, parents, 
representatives of the university and prospective students 
who are just beginning to plan their journey towards 
maritime excellence.

 
NEW GENERATION  
OF FUTURE SEAFARERS  
BEGINS THEIR JOURNEY

- State Maritime Academy as cadets was held at Vilnius Tech 
LMA. The students have started their studies as part  
of an educational project supported by the MTWTU and  
the German trade union ver.di.
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International Labour Day symbolises the unwavering struggle for the rights of those whose daily dedication and hard work 
drive the world forward. On this day, together with transport workers from around the world, we join our voices for a common 
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EASTER CAMPAIGN 
IN ODESA
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